
Resolution (Tennessee A)  

Promoting Vaccine Access and Literacy  
Introduced by the Tennessee Chapter 

 

 
WHEREAS, the development of vaccines have been heralded as one of medicine’s greatest public 
health successes, and 
 
WHEREAS, the American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP) recognizes that vaccines are a 
cornerstone of public health, preventing countless cases of disease and significantly reducing 
morbidity and mortality, and  
 

WHEREAS, Tennessee, like many states, already faces challenges in maintaining high 
immunization rates, particularly among vulnerable populations and in underserved regions, and  

 

WHEREAS, Recent federal discourse and proposals questioning the safety, efficacy, or necessity of 
certain vaccines may cause or worsen public confusion or skepticism, decreased vaccine uptake, 
and, consequently, an increased risk of preventable disease outbreaks in our nation, and  

 

WHEREAS, Declining vaccination rates threaten to reverse decades of progress in controlling 

vaccine-preventable illnesses such as measles, polio, and whooping cough, posing a direct risk to 
individual and community health, and 
 
WHEREAS, The recent unprecedented action by HHS Secretary Kennedy to dismiss the entire 
membership of the ACIP Committee further undermines faith in vaccination practice and policies, 
now, therefore, be it  
  

RESOLVED, that the American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP) advocate for robust 
immunization standards and policies based on evidence-based guidelines, including those 
recommended by the CDC, and actively oppose federal legislative or regulatory measures 
that undermine public confidence in vaccine safety and efficacy, and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the AAFP engage in public health education, collaborating with constituent 
parties such as state and local health departments, educational institutions, and community 
organizations, when and where appropriate, to provide clear, fact-based information on 
vaccine benefits, addressing misconceptions and countering misinformation, advising that 
family physicians are trusted sources of information on vaccination practices, and be it 
further  

 

RESOLVED, that the AAFP will support family physicians’ efforts to safeguard the health of 
their patients and communities by providing vaccine-related continuing medical education 
(CME) resources and timely information on immunization trends and threats to important 
public health interventions. 


