


Top Public Health Issues in South 
Carolina



Leading Causes of Mortality



Opioids



Obesity

Source: State of Childhood Obesity: 
Prioritizing Children’s Health During the 
Pandemic



Childhood Immunizations



Addressing Pre-Existing Health 
Disparities 



Life 
Expectancy



Maternal Mortality

Source: S.C. Maternal Morbidity and Mortality Review Committee



Infant 
Mortality



Infant 
Mortality



Social Determinants of Health 



Role of the Family Physician



Family Physicians

Assess Risk Factors, 
Indicators

Provide Resources 
for Outside 

Care/Counseling

Urge Healthy 
Habits of Diet, 

Exercise

Continue to 
Practice 

Compassionate 
Understanding

Let Them Know 
They’re Not Alone



Our Way Forward

DHEC is committed to advancing health and environmental 
equity with our partners and community members by:

• Increasing awareness

• Improving access

• Providing resources and information 

• Engaging communities, forming partnerships

• Supporting healthier head starts early in life

• Educating and informing through a health and environmental equity 
lens



Thank You!


